
 
 

 

Recommended Energy Items for 
Contractor Contracts 

 

The following is a list of recommended items to include in contractor contract language to maximize the 

chances of success at meeting IECC and Energy Star New Homes: 

 

For Mechanical Engineer:  

1. Must complete one HVAC Design report and required load calculation per unique unit type and 

submit to energy rater prior to ordering HVAC equipment. Each report must be completed with 

no blanks, have accurate information and meet all the necessary sizing limits indicated. 

For General Contractor: 

1. Must be an Energy Star New Homes builder partner. Should be listed at the following site: 

a. https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=new_homes_partners.locator 

b. If not a partner, sign-up is free at: 

https://energystar.secure.force.com/opa/oparesidentialbasicorganizationinfo 

2. Must review the Energy Star Water Management requirements and the Rater Field Checklist, 

and make sure all items are met. All items are mandatory, and any items not met will need to be 

fixed/changed to obtain certification. 

3. Must schedule the following inspections with the energy rater: 

a. Framing inspection/on-site meeting with subs once at least one floor is framed. 

b. Insulation/air sealing inspections on all units prior to drywall 

c. Final testing once several units are trimmed out. 

For insulator: 

1. Must install Grade 1 insulation (near perfect install with batts fit properly to cavities, flush with 

drywall plane and cut around piping, wiring and outlet boxes). 

For HVAC contractor (if using a forced air, ducted system in units): 

1. Must be credentialled specifically for Energy Star New Homes through ACCA or Advanced 

Energy. 

2. Must complete one HVAC Contractor Checklist per unit certified. Consult with energy rater 

when units are nearing completion to determine sampling set. 

 

https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=new_homes_partners.locator
https://energystar.secure.force.com/opa/oparesidentialbasicorganizationinfo


 
 

For party responsible for air sealing: 

1. Meet all requirements for air sealing outlines in the Energy Star Rater Field Checklist Section 

4: Air Sealing. 

2. Caulk bottom plate to floor at perimeter walls in each unit. 

3. Caulk drywall to floor at perimeter walls in each unit. 

4. Caulk all double studs. 

5. Use putty pads or extensively foam all holes/penetrations to outlet boxes on perimeter 

walls. 

6. Caulk gap between drywall and HVAC boots/registers. 

7. Caulk gap between drywall and exhaust fans. 

8. Caulk gap between drywall and outlet boxes. 

9. Caulk all other penetrations into drywall.  

 


